North Rigton Parish Council

Minutes of the Meeting of the Parish Council held at St John’s Church, North Rigton
3rd September 2025 
Present:- Councillors Mary Hopkins (Chairman) Barbara Massey (Vice Chairman), Lisa Edwards, John Ellacott, Tim Bennett and Richard Farrar. 
Also present – Cllr Nathan Hull (NYC), Mike Richards (Clerk) and one resident 
Apologies for Absence
There were no apologies for absence as all councillors were present, but Cllr Hull asked to raise two issues at this point as he had an urgent appointment elsewhere. The Chairman therefore approved the agenda order variation at this point.
1. Requests for agenda order variations and any other matters arising; declarations of interest. None – Cllr Hull explained his position regarding the Juniper Solar Farm application - as Chairman of the Planning Committee which would potentially consider this application, he could not offer any comment or observation as that would clearly compromise his position. He did explain however, that the application would either be considered by his committee, the historically based Selby and Ainsty Committee, or the overarching Strategic Planning Committee. Councillors expressed some disquiet if the non-local Selby and Ainsty Committee were to be involved, but Cllr Hull thought it more likely that this would go before the Strategic Committee, given the topic and the level of public interest (some 400+ objections) He went on to update councillors on the position re “Rigton Crossing” He had discussed at length the circumstances with NYC Chief Executive, Richard Flinton and Head of Highways, Karl Battersby, requesting traffic calming measures, such as the implementation of a 40mph speed limit on the A658, up to and beyond the junction, plus other more radical options. All suggestions had fallen on deaf ears, the only action promised was the clearing of vegetation and hedging at both sides of the junction, to improve sight lines. Cllr Hull had expressed his extreme disquiet at this response and assured both officers that should a fatality occur as a result of an RTC, national media would be made aware of the culpability for the lack of preventative action.
Cllr Hull then left the meeting at this point 
2. Public participation
No items discussed
3. Approval and signing of Minutes; Reports on Matters arising.
Matters arising from the meeting of 2nd July 2025:
a) Vehicle Activated Sign (VAS) – The device is now working properly but Cllr Farrar had noted that the adjacent willow tree was starting to obscure visibility. He agreed to trim the tree appropriately later in the month.
b) “Rigton crossing”. As noted above, but in addition the clerk stated that he intended to contact NYPolice to obtain specific details of all RTCs at this location in the last 5 years and submit this data to the Secretary of State for Transport, demanding for some positive action. Councillors strongly supported this proposal.
             Minutes of the 2nd July meeting were proposed as a correct record by Cllr Edwards and 
             seconded by Cllr Massey.  The Chairman then signed the minutes as a true record. 
      5.    Requests for order variations and Declaration of Interest – None.
       6.    Administration
               a) Village Garden – ownership.
               Cllr Hull will provide an update at the October meeting.
              b) 1st Aid training. A reminder that the training and familiarisation session with the defibrillator, 
              provided by the Yorkshire Ambulance Service, is being held on September 6th, commencing 
              at 10.00am, at the Square and Compass. 
              

c) New Assertion 10 – action needed?
The clerk explained that the new “Assertion10” which will be part of the Annual Governance and Accountancy Return (AGAR) for this year, requires all parish councils to have their own “domain” to provide .gov.uk email addresses for all councillors and employees. This is to ensure security in the communication of all official documents. There had initially been some uncertainty whether this would also require a new council website, but it had now been confirmed that this was not the case. The clerk will liaise with the Chairman in researching the best option and next steps.
d) Correspondence from resident re Council Tax bands.
An email has been received from a resident setting out such things as the lack of a bus service, lack of village shop/post office, poor refuse collection etc and the designation of a Leeds LS17 postcode which is a high crime rate area in Leeds. This leads to higher car and house insurance premiums compared with the HG Harrogate postcode areas. The resident claims that these and other similar facts should form the basis of an approach to the Valuation Agency to press for a reduction of one council tax band for all houses in North Rigton. Councillors were fully in agreement with this assertion but felt it unlikely that such a benefit will be achieved. Nevertheless, the clerk will make contact with the Valuation Agency, citing all the relevant facts. 
e) Waste bin collections. Following various difficulties with bin collections, it is proposed that a request will be made to NYC for a) a black top wheelie bin to replace the large village garden bin, and b) for the dog waste bin on Brackenwell Lane to be included on the NYC collection round (if this is not possible the bin will have to be removed as “local resident” emptying is no longer possible)
                       
      7.   Finance. 
             a)  Approval of expenditure.
              

	PAYMENTS
	
	
	
	


	Since
	02/07/2025
	
	
	

	M Richards July Sal
	
	
	
	£232.86

	M Richards Aug Sal
	
	
	
	£232.86

	HMRC - PAYE
	
	
	
	£137.90

	HMRC - PAYE
	
	
	
	£137.90

	Bank charges May-June
	
	
	
	£20.10

	S Bush - grasscut
	
	
	
	£92.40

	S Bush - grasscut
	
	
	
	£225.22

	J Rowbotham - 1st aid kit
	
	
	
	£17.84

	M Richards - print cartridge
	
	
	
	£27.99

	Almond Garden Services -Feb
	
	
	
	£439.00

	
	
	
	
	£1,564.07

	
Councillors approved the above 10 payments with 2 councillors signing the authorisation sheets. 
b) The clerk confirmed that the Council’s budget was on track with no issues to report, although he would contact the contractor with regard to grass verge cutting to ensure that there would be no more than 2 cuts to the end of October. 
c) Other. The Chairman reported that she had some slight concerns with garden maintenance, and she was to meet with the contractor to discuss. 


	
	
	
	


      8.     Planning 
              a) Applications
              Juniper Solar Farm – the clerk had drafted a response, objecting to the planning application 
              and circulated to all councillors for comment and approval. The agreed response had been 
              submitted to the Planning Department within the response deadline and is now available for 
              inspection on the public access Planning Portal.

              b) Decisions
              None received.
              c) Other – Residential caravans, Spring House Farm and Beeston’s Lane. Both had been 
              reported on numerous occasions to the Enforcement Officer, with no response other than an 
              acknowledgement. The clerk will formally report these issues to the Senior Enforcement 
              Officer, requesting firm action.
              d) Unauthorised development off Briscoe Ridge Lane. As above at c).
      9.    Highways, Footpaths and Verges
              a) Church Hill.  The water problem seems to have been resolved, but conversation with the 
              contractor indicated that the current repair may only be a temporary solution. It appears that 
              the problem is due to blockages in the pipe work and, although this has been resolved at this 
              location, it may well be that blockages higher up will cause a recurrence of the problem. The
              position will be monitored.             
              b) St John’s Drive – as recorded in the July minutes, a communication from a resident 
              regarding the unsafe nature of the road for playing children, due to “speeding” vehicles, had 
              been received. The clerk had forwarded the request to NYC Highways and a Highways 
              Engineer had agreed to the installation of a “No through Road” sign. The clerk will follow up 
              to ensure the necessary action is completed.
              c) Hedge cutting -  Noted that various hedges throughout the village are becoming 
              overgrown and obscuring road signs and obstructing passage. The clerk will write to property 
              owners where necessary and a note be added to the Village News (as well as this reference) 
              with a general comment and request. 
              d) Noted that the Oak Tree on Hall Green Lane has unfortunately died. When the weather is 
              more conducive to planting, the Charman will arrange for a replacement tree to be planted.
              e) Traffic speed through village. Request to be made to the NYC Highways Safety Officer for 
              the implementation of more 20mph speed zones throughout the village, on Rigton Hill, 
              Church Hill and Hall Green Lane. Councillors had expressed concern at the apparent 
              increase in traffic through the village, probably caused by the housing developments west of 
              Harrogate. Consideration is also being given to the possibility of the installation of “speed 
              humps” at the start of the requested 20mph speed zones, covering the play areas and village 
              school.    
      10.  Village Garden, Amenities and Activities.
             a) Employment of a handyman. Councillors discussed the need for a village handyman to 
             carry out various ad hoc tasks and, whilst it was agreed that this was a desirable feature, it 
             was also accepted that the practical difficulties in identifying an individual who would be 
             prepared to work to a probably irregular and unquantified job description, may be 
             insurmountable. It was agreed that the clerk would contact Pannal Parish Council who do 
             employ a handyman, to explore possibilities.
             b) QR code for receiving donations. Cllr Edwards has now identified the requirements and 
             procedures for setting up such a system. She will forward the details to the clerk who will take 
             the initiative further, firstly contacting the PC’s bank.   
      11.  Items for next meeting
             Consideration be given to setting up an “electronic petition” so that all concerned residents, 
             organisations, Parish Councils etc, can submit their views on the A658 junction (“Rigton 
             Crossing”) to be collated and forwarded to a higher power?
Date of next meeting:
                                     Wednesday 5 November 2025 at 7.30pm at St John’s Church. 

                There being no other business, the meeting finished at 9.40
Signed







Chairman

